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CHAPTER   XVI
Kl'ISOOKS   OF   HIS   CLOSING   YKARS
KOR the later years of Augustine's career we have only to narrate the incidents of unusual interest which distracted him from the work we have already described. Ills correspondence and his judicial work increased with the advance of age and the progress of his reputation through the Roman world. On him chiefly devolved the task of watching the restless movements of the proscribed heretics, schismatics, and pagans; and he had projected vast commentaries on Scripture, which he slowly accomplished between 415 and 425. So untiring, indeed, was his literary activity, that we shall find him calmly toiling at a huge anti™ Pelagian work whilst the fierce Vandals are pressing against the walls of Hippo, and the great church he had built up in Africa lies in ruins about: him. It is this continuous hibour that chiefly invites our astonishment and admira-(uiiuritl, .Ui»l I }iritriv»>l fiir <l t'ttcr. 1'crh.ijis I VV.IH wrnjij; im -.tvii^', (lutt Au^iKtiur'-. In^ical srcutiv'rlH".-. vv.i-, tilth.lllipcinl I'V ,»tV inrir|\ liUHUUltnt irrlui^',. was in tliif. he tlilirinl lVm» t \ilviit, v>l\n c.ttinly ti.iiutni tun mil nK IllurtaK tu .1 jui-.ittvr ami itr!iliri.ltrlv ilrnrnl li.uiHi.tliuit, \v Augttfittiir w.i'. rrlut taiitly fiiu'ctl tu lr;tvr thvii tl.uututinii .1-. ;tn Wfk'ciiut* t'«}|it.rt[iu"iit'r tt! hi». virw% thr rfprai'ts(iu n(i*nli-Vtt tit rr Roman thculnj»i;uts ; :uul whilr-t C,»lviu tutlilr'.tjy hilniinatnl
